
Tutorial – Tasmanian Birth Records   
  

These are the official birth records of the Tasmanian Registrar's Office. They were recently transferred 

to the Tasmanian Archives and are being transcribed and indexed so that they can be made available 

to the public for the first time.   

  

This is how a record will appear –   

  

  

  

  

District  This will be found on the very top of the record. Examples include 
Launceston, Brighton, Bothwell. 



Registration Numbers 

– Central and District* 

Central Registration Number – This is a stamped or handwritten number. 

It always appears on the right-hand side of the page or before the 

handwritten number. 

 

District Registration Number – This is always handwritten and appears 

on the left-hand side of the page. 

 

Both these numbers are to be recorded in separate fields marked – 

District and Central Registration No. 

 

Date of birth Enter birth date in the format dd/mm/yyyy 

Given Names  These can be found in the ‘Name of Child’ column and only includes the 
given names. If blank then leave the entry blank.  
  

Surname  This must be taken from the Father’s Name details. An assumption but 
an educated one given the period in which the record is written. If no 
father is mentioned, use the mother’s maiden name. 
  

Male or Female  This is written in the column titled ‘sex’.  

Father Given  Name  This can be found in the Parents, father details column. Only write the 
given name/s, leave out the surname as this is recorded in the previous 
field. 

Mother Given Name  This can be found in the Parents, mother details column. Only write the 
given name/s, leave out the surname as this is recorded in the previous 
field. 

Mother Maiden Name  This can be found in the Parents, 
mother details column directly under 
the married name. In this example 
(right) the maiden name would be 
McNamee. Only record the surname as 
the mother’s given name is recorded in 
the previous field.  



Parent Occupation Enter the data as written. If ‘Laborer’ written, convert to ‘Labourer’. 
Other examples of what/how to change below: 
Enginefitter = Engine Fitter 
Coalminer = Coal Miner 
 

Registration Year  This can be found in the ‘When Registered’ column. Include the year 
only.  
  

  

*Registration Numbers – Historically the reasons behind the two registration numbers lie in the entry of a 

birth into a local or ‘district’ register. Details of recent births, we think approximately every quarter, were 

then sent in to the ‘central’ register and details copied. 

 

Here is an example of a slip of paper sent in from a District Registry Office to the Central Registry Office 

and included in the Volume –  

 

 


