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President’s Message
by
Doug Forrest

We now have over five hundred members with energy and
interest in family history, The encouragement and guidance of
that energy and interest is the responsibility of the State
Executive, Branch Committees and the Special Interest Groups.
The value and further controlled growth of our Society depends
upon this and it is my daunting task to see that this happens,
It is an interesting challenge. The enthusiasm and support of
the executive provides the basis for strong further develop-
ment.

Welcome and best wishes to Mr. Cecil Hardinge, who has
taken over as Hobart Branch Chairman following the resignation
of Mrs. Lilian Watson.

Fortunately, Lilian's support and experience will still be
with us but | know she will get great enjoyment in being able
to spend more time with personal interest and other commitments.
Her leadership of the Society since its formation in Tasmania
garly in 1980 has been dedicated and has established a "growing
tree" of which we are all proud.

Talking of trees, how many meetings have been made richer
by a member bringing along for display, his or her family tree.
Talk to a lot of members and this is something they would
really appreciate seeing. I am not talking of our 9 and 12
generation charts, but the family information which is gathered
and includes brothers and sisters of ancestors and their lineage
showing how you are related to your Z2nd, 3rd, 4th cousins,
uncles, etc. Some people just don't know how to start some-
thing Tike this as it all seems too complicated and takes so
much space,

We could all learn something here from those who have
something to show and share with other members. Discussion of
the fun and games associated with gathering information and
fitting the missing pieces in the "jioc saw" would fi11 an
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eventng meeting with 1ittle difficulty and would help others to
appreciate the enjoyments (and frustratioms) of recording a
certain section of history and heritage.

Our Tamiot Board is now showing the results of the interest
and work put in by members {and friends) doing cemetery trans-
criptions and recording burials information., It was also
pleasing to see the two burial 1ists published in the last
journal - this information can often be an exciting find, | f
these and other 1ists can pe published periodically in our
journal they will form a statewide register in the possession of
every member., 1 look forward to seeing more of these as time
and effort permit.

I would like to see every branch investigate and record the
names from honour rolls, war memorials, etc. in their region.
This information will not usually be found in cemeteries because
it provides a 1ist of former Tasmanian people, some of our
ancestors, who have been killed gverseas or were missing in
action, Homour rolls can be fourd in schools, public buildings,
business houses, sporting and service clubs, marine boards and
district or community halls, etc.

While in Melhourne at the end of September, 1 took the
opportunity to call in to the Victorian Branch Library in the
Block Arcade, [t was fortunate that the Victorianm President,
Major Carlysle Stephen, Secretary, Mike Saunders and Administrator
Mrs, Yvonne Lord, were at the headquarters and it was a pleasure
to meet them and discuss aspects associated with our Societies
and to see through their library. Unfortunately, time was too
short to appreciate the information available or to spend time
looking through the volumes on the shelves, I can only
recommend anyane to call in and see for themselves, It also
gives a hetter insight into books available which we may not
otherwize see in our own facilities.

Bereavement Thanks é%gg

My wife and family join with me in expressing our sincere
thanks to members of the Society for their sympathy and
condolences following the death on July 3lst of our loved son
and brother John., It was a sad loss to us all.

Fo——8F
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Last chance to see Blyth

by John Marrison

Looking at the map, in the comfort of my Aunt's
gittingroom in Sheffield, Blyth seemed temptingly
close to Bawtry. I knew I could catch the ¥X25 bus
from Sheffield direct to Bawtry and that Lthe service
ran every two hours, ©Once there, surely 1 would be
able to get a Trentbus to Blyth. (Blyth is situated
in the county of Nottingham, HBHawtry is in South
Yorkshire). [ decided to give it a try.

30 the next day, when the 10,30 from 5Sheffield drop-
ped me off in the wide market square of Bawtry, my
first reaction was to examine the bus timetable post-
ed in the bus shelter., HORROR! no direct service to
Blyth, Fut there wae a service through Ranskill,
which is only 2 miles from Elyth, leaving in an hour
at 12,50, Just time for a spot of lunch at the local
cafe. Inslde, I spent the time waiting for the meal
looking at the blowups of early prints of the town and
wishing I could take them home with me. After lunch,
and feeling more at ease with the world after a hearty
meal of VMeat and Tatter pie, I ambled around to the
bus shelter, Vhen the bus eventually arrived, my
request to the lady clippie for help seemed to me to
be met with some grim fascination on her part., S3he,
no doubt, was musing on the inane lengths that tour-
ists will go to to "meet the people". liowever, she
promised to let me off at Ranskill and thoughtfully
handed me a timetable for local buses. 1 stuffed
this in my pocket to be perused later, for we would
be travelling through the very countryside that my
people had lived and died in for the last 200 years,

i1l the places on the map that my family had freguent-
ed, first found through those mad hours after the
seminar at Rosny and the first T.%.]. printouts,
would unfold before my curious eyes., Not guite, in
fact we only passed through Secrooby, which iz the
next village to Bawtry. This is famous for being the
birthplace of William Brewster, the leader of the
Pilgrim Fathers who sailed to America aboard the
Hayflower. The wvillage bulldings were mostly of the
warm red brick that abounds theresbouts, It was
poessible that at least some of the older buildings
may have been built by my ancestors as they appear to
have been largely bricklayers by profession,
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Last Chapce to See Blyth cont'd el

All around the village, were large fields stretching
endlessly in monotonous flatness to the horizon. The
river Idle, that on the map at home I had traced
through its many windings till it met the mighty Trent,
ran off to the north east, hardly wider than a large
ditch; not at all like a wild river and not at all as
I had imagined. The bus chugged its noisy way into
Hanskill and 1 alighted to the cheery wave of the
clippie. 1 was alone and feeling a little lost.

The signpost showed "Elyth 2 miles" and as I followed
the squelchy furrow that passed for the footpath down
the road, into the lowering murk, I began to rue the
idea of seeing Plyth. Fortunately the road was fair-
ly level., Although a few cars passed by, no-one wes
prepared to risk giving a 1ift to the odd-looking
wayfarer, clutching a plastic shopping bag and wear-
ing a crumpled plastic raincoat. 1T trudged past end-
less ploughed fields, bare hedgerows, leafless woods,
and guaint red brick farmhouses, out of which pounced
large angry farm doge all intent on eeeing the intrud-
er off, BRound a final bend, I passed under the
stancheons of the underpass beneath the Motorway that
bisects the lush Midland pastures, and there were the
outskirts of Elyth,

Set asquare the great North Road, one of the great
arteries of English history, blyth had once been an
important hostelry centre, with many fine inns to
tempt the thirsty traveller on his way to distant
narts, |ut today, all was guiet as T hobbled through
the streets to the o0ld churchyard. After a short blow
me down, | started examining the mossey headstones for
farily graves, William was surely buried here, (I
found out later at 5t Catherine's house that he had
died in Sheffield at his son's housel. HNo luck -
nothing!

I turned my attention to the church itself. Built
over 800 years ago, 1t was a good example of Yorman
architecture. JTnside all was in deep gloom and an
eerie brooding feeling pervaded. [ peered around,
looking for the font., (My great-grandfather, Joseph,
had been baptised here in 1815)., It was so dark that
the camera's light meter failed to register at all.
5til1l, T had to take a shot. Tt was my only chance.
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Fa
Lagt Chance 0 See Blyth continued

Thie I did hurriedly, furtively, fearing an admonish-
ment from some unseen rector for daring to desecrate
the hallowed precincts. It was a relief to emerge
outside once more., [ changed the film in the camera
and remembered the bus timetable lying crumpled in my
pocket, examination of which gave me my second nasty
shock of the day. It was not 2.10 pm and, according
to the timetable, the only bus passing through BElyth,
heading towards the X29% bus route, would pass by at
d.30. Even this would only take me to Harworth which
wag 1% miles from Tickhill which was the closest point
on the route home, It was all turning into a night-
mare! But there was nothing for it but to find the
bus stop. The post-cffice was the only shop to be
seen, and luckily the bus shelter was right outside.
I tried within for postcards of the village but the
best I could get were 2 dusty old photos of the
ETHFCh- Mot much call for postcards, evidently, in
yih,

The bus was late, of course. Had I known this, I
could have spent {h& time exploring the village
although I would only have %0 minutes there. %he
conductress, on reguest, advised me where to get off.
The middle-aged man sltting next to me now proceeded
to give me conflicting instructions on where begt to
alight, during which T heard the conductress sniff

to the driver "He's not my responsibility. I've done
my best", I decided to stick with the middle-aged

man who, as it turned out, was getting off at Harworth
too. On alighting, he pointed me down the inevitable
country road, and wished me good luck.

The time was 5,50 and T knew if I didn't get to Tick-
nill by 4 the bus to Sheffield would have gone and I
would have another 2 hour wait. Once again I strode
off into the ever-deepening gloom, The headlights of
the passing cars were now beginning to show out quite
brightly. I envied the drivers their snug heated
interiors, It began to rain more heavily and the
night was ¢losing in. 1T reached the market cross of
Tickhill and sullenly waited for the bus., It was
late, as expected, and the rain had seeped through my
old raincoat as I waited. The bus arrived back in
Sheffield by 5 o'clock just in time to join the mad
commuter rush home, After a long wait, during which
many buses, filled to capacity, passed, I eventually
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Lagt Chance to See Blyth

segqueeZed onto one,

ca

ntinued

I walked into my aunt's house as she was sitting down

for dinner, which always started at 5.30.

have a nice day dear?",

"Did you
Should 1 explain the day's
perambulations and that 1 had spent the whole of the

day getting to and from Elyth? All for 30 minutes stay.

No = too complicated.

Ingtead I replied “"Well not
exactly Aunty, but you see it was my last chance to
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News orom Branches

HOBART BRAMNCH by Cecil Hardinge, Chairman

Lilian Watson's decision to resign as branch chalrman
will be noted by our members with regret. All are
aware of the untiring effort which she devoted to help
establish and maintain a happy, hard working branch.
Her deep thinking leadership and personalityhave helped
develop this branch beyond all expectations.

lilian ie now hoping to have time to help the soclety/
branch in other ways, plus devote more time to her
family and personal interests.

All members wish Lilian well and eincerely thank her
for the establishment of such precedence for others
to endeavour to continue,

Thie year has been no less busy than others and no less
successful as membership numbers continue to grow., To
cope with thie, it has been necessary to seek the
participation of more members., However, there is
always a continuing need for more helping hands in a
variety of waye.

Unfortunately ill health has caused the resignation
of Tan Yaxley as treasurer. We sincerely thank Ian for
his help during the time he could devote to the task.

Welcome to Vickie Fotter who has undertaken the position
of treasurer and 18 proving very capable in such a
short time.

At the September meeting Ted Bezzant spoke of wvarious

families who were among the early settlers of South
Arm,

Lilian Watson was the guest speaker at the October
meeting with the theme "Early Secords of Hew South
Wales and Norfolk Island". Both speakers provided
those members present with two very informative and
interesting evenings.

A sincere thanke to all who have accepted the request

to be a guest speasker or participate as a member of a
panel during this year.

On Saturday 20th October, Bill Nellson conducted a
walk through history at Bellerive, The weather was

3%



Hobart Pranch News cont'd

kind and all 14 adults and 5 children had a pleasant
morning. Our thanke to Bill for giving his time and
gharing his wealth of local historical knowledge.

Forthcoming events

Special January Meeting : this has been arranged to
coincide with a vigit to
Hobart by Mr Dean Boundy, Fresident of the South Aust-
ralian Genealogy and Heraldry Soclety Inc. The subject
will be Records and Special Projects in South Australis
Vepue: Uniting Church Hall, Cnr Cambridge Rd & York 5t

Bellerive.
Date: 9 January 1984 (NMonday)
Time: Te45 pm
February 21 at Hoeny College, Subject "Using the

Tasmanian Archives".

March 20 Topic has yet to be selected from a variety
of subjects.

April 17 Annual meeting with election of officers.

The National Trust of Australia (Tasmanial} will be
holding a Heritage Week during April and our sBociety
nas been asked to participate. We are being ably
represented at the planning meetings by Shirley
Johnson,

The committee of the Hobart Branch desire to take this
opportunity to wish all members of the Society a happy
Christmas and good fortune through the coming year.

Changes to the elected committee of the Hobart Branch
are as follows:-

CHATRMAN: Mr John C. Hardinge, 22 Blair S5t
Lutana 7009
Ph: 002 728247

VICE CHATRMAN: Mrs Lilian Watson, 44 High St

Bellerive 7018
Fh:002 LL2504
TREASURER: Mre Vicki Potter, 8 Eden Place,
Howrah 7018
Ph:002 479292
DESPATCH CFFICER: Mrs B. Robb, GP0 Box 640G
Hobart 7001,
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STOP PRESS : HOBART BRANCH DINNER

Qur dinner which had to be postponed from September,

will be held on Friday 27 April 1984, Charge will be
$14.50 per head. There will be a display of family heir-
looms and nostalgla, and a guest speaker is being
arranged for the occasion.

BIURN BRANC by Dawn Collins

Members had an exciting time recently when we arranged
with our local Council to help them clean oul some very
old and dusty pictures, records etc.

About eight of our members turned up bright and early

on Saturday morning and we were soon very busy carrying
and dusting books of all sizes. Some were very heavy
for the girls who attended but as the men were already
up ladders and fossicking amongst the grime, it was left
to us to carry everything quite a distance from what
used to be the Burnie Gaocl to our very elegant Council
Chambers.

We were given the freedom of the Chambers, and most of
us worked through till about six o'clock before calling
it a day. As most of ue had commitments on Sunday we
resumed on Monday morning. Our members had decreased

as many had jobs to go to. We had made this agreement
wikth the Town Clerk as Council normally work every
“onday but miss when there are five !'cndays 1n the month.
Consequently we had the run of the place till Friday and
we worked till midnight on some occasions. We had the
Jeb of copying anything which we thought would be of
value to our society. By Wednesday we could see we had
no hope of getting all that we wanted in the time, so

wa sent out an 505 to any members with a little spare
time and worked late into the night. We are pleased to
report that we were able to finish all our records. They
now have to be collated and indexed, but now we have
these records for all time.

There were three books which we applied for on indefinite
loan: "The London Journal", "The Sunday 'agazine 1869"
and "The Graphic and Illustrated Weekly lNewspaper 1887".

Our thanks to Margaret Strempel is little indeed for the
hours she toiled over these records, and we are indeed
fortunate to have her as a member and Committee person
a8 well. I must say that we were all very happy when

we had finished.
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Burn H cont'd

Library Heport by Michael McLaren

As librarian, I am happy to announce that our Branch
Library is growing rapidly according to the interest
snown by members as well as non members., We have had
members from Launceston and other parts of the state.
Additional opening times may be arranged by contacting
the librarian.

A reminder toc you all that our library will be open
Friday nights from 11 November from 6,30-8.30pm and will
close for 4 weeks from 17 Dec = 17 Jan 1984 butwill be
open by special request,

The library committee has been working very hard collat-
ing scrap books of Births, Deaths and Memoriams from

our local newspapers and then lndexing them which will
be useful information for all. The response from memb=-
ers acting as Duty Officers at the library has been

very pleagsing and those who have helped in this way

have made the library what it is today.

Our reader/printer is working overtime but has paid for
iteelf many times over, Within the next few weeks we
will be purchasing additlional microfiche relating to
the Fost Office indexes from Victoria which will be

a valuable collection,

Our Tamiot Committee hae been working extremely hard

ag the following cemeteries are now catalogued in the

library:- Yolla, Rocky Cape, Balfour, Stanley, Flower-
dale, FPenguin (almost complete), Old View Rd
Burnie.

e have been fortunate in obtaining several new editions

and a special thanks goes to FMrs Best who kindly donated

the following:-

Debretts Family Historian,

Australia's First Century 1788-1888,

Book of British Towns,

Wells Geographical Dictionary of the Australian CglgniEE
1845 ,

Scottish Roots,

Kettle Broth for Tea 1856-1934 Tasmanian Fioneer Family.
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