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Editorial

]'I_l"
Neil Chick

Several members have spoken or written to me about expenses amd

methods of producing the journal.  Auhrey Best of Penguin shared with
me The Mgededl Olan News, o corner stapled A size proadouction, which iz,
as the name implies a newsletter, not a formnl journal. lLamceston's

publications committeo has invedtigated costs in detail, and suppest s
solution may lie in photorsduction prior to printing. Those of vou wha
have seen my Methods of Cometery Tranpeription and Resgareh in Fnglesud
aid Walea, Mart I know that such a method is pot without lts problems

it using paper platiés,

It works well with bromide népatives amd metal

plates, but with paper plates, the final prduct is a copy of a copy of

n copy, nd each stage involves anferior technology. A8 for Roneo or

iestetner copying, David J.R. Nicholas wrote:

vou'l would like you to know that | consider your Socicty®s magazine one
of the best that s issved, Being n member of pll Australinon Societ-
ies and some 40 English Family History Societies, | believe the pub-
Pication has been s credit to van amd your memborz. b ocan we ] omder
stand vour ¢asting problems, as | was involved comsiderably with 1his
prroblem With Seasent the puhlication of the Socicty. of Adstrealian
Genenlogiats, Inmfortunately, ns 1 soc it, mombers mast pay Por o
good magazine through subscriptions. 1 must say that | personsily
abhor societies which publish Roneo or Gestetner publications.' ...

It is pood to get this kind of feedback. Continwnd on pago &2,
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President s Message

by
Lilian T} Watzon

Our Library is open and | am most grateful to all who have
helped physically and financaally It: purpose 15 to make accessible
data which will assist members but | found 1T %0 pleasant to just talk
to frionds there last Saturday and | stayed much later than 1 thought.
More details are printed im this journal on page

Much can be done to increase our resources, but of course this
depends greatly on finances. 1f each household contributed just 310
to the Library Fund, we could make available rescurces to the value of
over $Z500. I often read of books 1 would like to have on my shelf
but which would exceed my budget. Perhaps we could share the cost and
share the benefits. Which books would you like us to acquire?

Every effort will be made to minimise expenses in order to build
up the library, from which we feel every member can bemefit despite
distance. Less than £200 was spent to completely furnish the Library
as meémbers and friends have donated and lent many items.

In order to accomplish more and enable sore members to contribute
ideas and services, some new committees have bheen formed., The
Publications Committee will be responsible for the compilation,
printing and distribution of the journal and research notes, Mra, Val
Watson dcting as secretary/co-ordinator.

Mrs. Shirley Johnsom will serve in a similar capacity in the
tombsone copying and indexation commitTee. We want to make thesc
records readily available as soon as possible

Mrs. Theo Sharplies wi.l bhawve able ass.stance from & commlttee
eaper to staff and maintai- the library, and otheér fommittecs will
crganize the Dnner schedu.ed for July at the Belliewvye and the

Seminar on Saturday [ August

| was obtaining data on a Dawson family of Bellewvyue, Bellerive
recently and would not be surprised if our dinner venue was once their
hesmes

We are sorry that some northern members will Find it hard to
attend the Dinner and Seminar but time was too short to arrange
alternatives. We thought that planning both on the same weekend would
help Perhaps people from the Hobart area could provide accommodation
for a few visitors if that would help. There again at least part of

the Seminar could be taken northward at a suitable date

The $ociety Coungil has to try to ¢ater for the needs of the
Hobart area as well as for the general mémbership, and this can cause
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prohlems The work being done in the distant areps of Tasmanka s
mich appreciated, aml our onity of interest = vital for the progress
af The Sadiety in general Mirrthern moenbe s afton have aneestors From
the soath and vice versw:  this alone would cocoorfage st wierk
ilaime s Yot her, Fhe: vachamps o mioates bhas boen Saepestod e FI|'1|1
s T better amilevatand whor o Dse e o 1 ool re .
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L

Pt gt boe e temd vonse memlseer g, (TR P (T O RO RS T B N |
ProvBiUt B Bosee Baw wmve anppropgtt mjeevillvaqg = o i [TLEEN 0 (LT EART LR E ]
st 1 Cravvier warv koo Dy avepalend tligs oo v Uipe PRt Jioao pjeat Diavismn
sty b aes, bl o wee o sbel b vy Piwe s bepnd v ne el e il

1 was decided some monhis apo et o G The presenl o Pl feoat el

Frosoaf wpe o the Fami [ ies beiny eescarechesd b oanpe mombsere wil b b
probnbesl o Dgasses page= aml onciesed oo bes afon timee i 0l sy fongga
I b tThese tor Totaee relcorenve s Some mepdoers Ced Todd ey vomine ] v e
Phear ol Teat o Tor memboershiep torms, amd ombtred te List oall ool ghe
i Ty names, loeations aml dates o which they are bnterested,  1F yon
whah tor have voor oames bng aded in The Soeepmeds 1070 meap o batise sl
them tov the Seceetary, Voo may also have discovceod new tami Ly miimes
SR WAk ;I||||11|."1._| base mermlvrrsiyign,

bowas oxcitod to see Bwo Ti=ting= of Lockwisal Faml Lics ol

Yorrkshire included o oo directory Just eovcived (rom NS00 M |
turned o page o sow oo Marshall family listed too, right in the area
Froomm which my family o ame I tiepwed to the st af people wha bl

spubmitted the poames and wos sorprised to Fimd that the Maeshall onome
had beon sent in by the late Reveroml A, Bromdfield.  He was o
foundation member of our soviety and | had exchaneod several Tetters
with him pot knowing that we shaved o common interest,  How | owished he
Tl gickelonl ERis noee 1o i< isr,

I am grateful for the opportimity to scerve one mare year o8
Mresident of the Saciety (2 consecutive vears are the Limit oveording

to the Constitation] It ds exviting 1o be o part of o aseful
prowing organization which is not too set in ibs wavs to adopt better
methods as may prove nocessarv. Moy this vear he one of propres<ion

amal Better soprvice Do memb ere, sl oy The members Dol Treee to
canteibute ideas and help one another.
CNECKE LIS

Mlease vetorn the enelesed form 00 vonr are b For gt tensd 1l
vmmer A0 dals o amddor rhe Semioae oo | e

Ploase sulmnt vonr Fomi [y opames Gor the Goaree [0 sf oo, 11 v

have not already done <o, also vour meshership subserjptoon o) ths
Bas heen beadyverrent Iy ower Fowik el
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Fleasze make a donation to the Lihrary if vou possibly can,

I wour gournal bears o epreen sticker yvour subscription s now doe.
Mis is the last issuc unless vou renew promptly.

Wold any Member wha is financial and whe hias not recelived g Membeg
ship Card please contact the Secretary,

Qur Library

"Our Library' 1< now a reality. |t 1s open

wednesday and Pridavs 11 oa.m. to 2 o,
Saturday 1l p.m. tod p.m,

and by arrangement for membors wha must travel long distances, It 15
situated at 3 Percy Street, Bellerive (next door to the Real Lstate
Dffice). Admission is free to members; visitors are charged o cents
pt presgnt.  The bus stop is just around the corner near the Ballepjve
Post ffice, A& Tranmere bas leaves Fitzgerald's Department Store in
Lallinsg Street about every i minutes on week days. An off-street
parking lot is right outside the door and another is just across the
road .,

The actual door to the Library is not facing the street bhut just
around a8 cornor from the blank brick wall., A fine sign executed by Mr,
Parssey is on the door and he is willing to make another for the front
wall., Thers are no steps to climb,

By the prace af the Clarence Counctl we have the lease of three
rooms [(not just the two previously plonned) and so have about 415 squave
feet at our disposal. Sufficient furnishings for the prezent have been
given, lent and purchased for just under 200 though more bookshelves
will meed ta be bullt shortly and a filing cabinet and drawers are on
the priority 1list. Fire and malicious damage insurance cover has been
taken out on the building contents. Our rental is §10 per year with the
understanding: thatl we take care of any Tmprovements necessary inside the
i Iding.,

Electricians, Hoger Fapg, Bill Harding and lan Travers have been
very helpful, and members of the Society have donated time and items to
make the rooms s pleasant place. My hushand felt suddenly inspired to

lay a heavy piece of vinyl given by Evelyn Brown, and somchow [ found
mysedFoacting @5 his assistiant and denving other persons the privilege
of helping! What i1s dignity when s task needs doing?

We pathercd many items from many sources vet somehow evervthing

K1E
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seems to go together. frey, gold, cream, brown and white all harmonize,
although a bright mural will need to be painted over soon.

A ‘Library Shower" held on 2 May gave mombers a chance to examine
the premiscs and bring contributions of cash, books and stationery. A
heater and curtains were also welcome. [T was pleasing to learn that
m)st were pleasantly surprised with the potential of the place. What
does one expect for £10 a vear? Probably we should have taken ‘hefore
and after' photos.

A Library committee will work with Mrs. Theo Sharples, a fully
quallfied Librarian, to prepare and maintain the books ete,  Hours of
opening will he adjusted iF this seoms best, so please moke use of the
lihrary to give us encouragement .,

Mp, [PBrian Thurley has Kindly loaned us a photo-copier Free of
charge. A basic machine perhaps, but certainly something we could not
have afforded as vet. This will be pseful when out-of-town members wish
to obtain copies of books or papers. We trust they will sond money for
postage and copying. We cannot lend books at present.

We hawe a desk and a power point for a microfiche reader; a
small number of books (some very useful ones among them); 2ome indexes
of towbstone inscriptions: a card index to familics being researched,
and o lot of optimism. The 1528 Census of N S . W.and the new Directory
af families heing rescarched by various Australians have been very
popular, but the journals received from other Societies have a wealth
of data in them too, The International Genealogical Index is eagerly
awaited later in the vear,

Une of our members kindly donated $100 toward the reading machine
which will be necessary for this important index. We are most prateful,
Almost $200 was donated on 2 May and another 3300 worth of items.

Another henefit is that it is a comfortable place in which to
hold committee mectings. The tombstone ipscription committee seems
to have renewed enthusiasm, and we look forward to Teceiving all of the
material that has so far been gathered.

MNow that we have a place it is hoped that copies of Family
histories (published or in manusc¢ript), charts, books ete. will be made
available to the library. We are prepared to purchase books as our
budget permits. 1t is enjoyable just to gather there to talk together.
kW join us and bring yvour friends.

"The wonder of the world, the beauty and the power,
The shape of things, their colours, lights and shades;
This I saw. Look vou also while life lasts.'

— from a Cumherland tomhstone.

av



English Surnames

by
John Marrison
INTRODUCTION

A surname 15 g living monument [o The past, and every surname
has a story, Some of the stories which surpames tell give intimate
glimpses of the davs when those surnames came into existence in the
13th and 14th centuries, and also of those earlier cemturies when the
placeé-pames and Christian names From which many of them have deriwved
came imto being. A surname thus is a relie of the past just as muach
us is anm historic building or a by-gone in & musewn,

It is hoped to show how names grew out oF the aights and soands
of the past and how, through them, we can understand not only the
countryside and the crafts of long ago hut even the hopes and fears of
the brave men who once lived as we live now,

The word *surname’ means 'after name' | dervived from the Middle
English *surnoun' which is in turn derived from the Old French word
"surnom'.  Sur means over and nom means o name. [t has the meaning of
family name, as distinguished from a given or Christian name.

How do the true origing of o surname become accurately defined?
lhe etymologist (or person who researches the origin or development of
4 word) must be able to collect numerous carly forms of the name, the
carlier the better, and from these deduce an etvmology in the light of
the known history of the langusge. For example, consider the surnamc
"Dartnall®. An ecarly form of this name is "Robert Darkynhole', circa
1435, which is apparently derived from a Kent and Sussex place name
found as "Durkinghol® in 1240, The pame is shown later asz "John Dark
enhole', circa 1539 and s "Robert Darknoll®' circa 1540, and 'John kart-
noll? in 1351, It will be seen from the example that successful detect-
ion depends on examination of early forms of the name in the areas of
origin. This method has become establiszhed as the standard requiremecnt
for verification of origin of @ name. This standard follows that re-
quired For interpretation of placename origins.

It has been established that between 30,000 and 100,000 different
surnames still exist today im England and that possibly 20,000 or so
have had satisfactory explanations found for them to date. The remain-
der await the genealogical searching back through time to place of
Fomily origin, IF this is done and if early records survive, many
mysteries will be clesred up. But some surnames have sultiple origins
und we may not be able to differentiate between the various derivations.
A simple example of miltiple origins is the surname "Moore®. This can
be derived from the Old French word for swarthy [("Maur') or from local
residence of the family on or near a tract of open or waste grobnd,
that is a "moor’, or from a specific place such as "Moore” in Cheshire
or "More' in Shropshire.



ENGLISH SURNAMES & THEIR ORIGINS

2

ROMAN WAMES

The Roman domimance in Empland exteonded fros the first century
A.D. to the fifth cenmtury. The Roman system of nomenclature consisted
of three names:; for example, Gaius Julius Caecsar,
Gatus; 1. Pragnomen, the first or personal name;
Julius: 2. NMomed, the middle name indicating the Gens or clang and
CaepsaAr: 3. Cogmeomen, the thirvd or family name.

The Roman system of naming, like mach else, failed to survive the demise
of Homan culture in Fngland upon the invasions of the Angles, Saxons and
Jutes,

OLD ENGLISH NAMES

These were usually a8 simple system of nomenclature using a single
name. Family connections were indicated chiefly by the devices of
alliteration and variation. For example, the same letter was frequently
used to bepin names of all members of a Family: Mildthryth, Mildburh,
Mildgyth were all daughters of one Merewald, Some O1d English Chrisr-
ian names survive: Fdward, Edmund, and Rdgar, as also do the patronymic
surnames derived from them: Edwards and Bdmunds. Other surnames such
as Buge and Wragg, which derive from the 0Ld English persomal names
Bugge and Ragpe, also survive. A third method of showing family con-
nections wWas by the repetition of nmames, usually in alternate gencrat
iton%, by naming a child after his prandfather.

DAMISH NAMES

Danish nomenclature had no great effect on the general system
existing in England though the Danes and Norwegians used their native
names of course, These do not appear to have become current ovtside
the portion of England invaded and settled by the Danes called the
Danelaw, that is the eastern half, approximately, of England.

EFFECTS OF THE KORMAN CONQUEST

With the Norman Conquest of 1066 a great change came over the
personal nomenclature of the English people. The 0l1d English names had,
with a few exceptions, disappeared hy the end of the 13th century and
the Norman names such as William, Richard, Reobert, John anmd Henry to-
gether with Mary, Anne, Joan and Elizabeth formed the bulk of the pop-
ular names used. However the limited variety of Christian names com-
bined with the increasing population must have led to much confusion.
Identification of the imdividual began to he very difficult and the need
for it greater. It is against this background that there arose the
Morman system of heréeditary surpnames, connected with, and darising out
of the inheritance of land.

Fairly general adoption of surnames hegan in the 13th and l4th
centutries, a process that began in the south of Englend and after a
period of some hundred vears extended to the north of Englamd. It
should be noted that hereditary surpnames were not generally used in
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Wales wntil the [7th century and the names of the Highland clans of
Scotland were hardly used as surnames in the full sense of the word
until the 1Bth century.

As already hinted, a large number of these English surnames were
patronymic, which means derived from the name of the father or ancestor.
Fvien more were place names, indicating the residence or place of origin
of the bearer. Otherz were names of trades or callings and vet others
were nickmnames. The various classes of sorname derivation will he
discussed in full later., Im the early wvears of surname formation |
fore a surpame became fixed and herveditary, a manm might very well be
known at different times or in different places by different mames, o.g.
The same man was known as John Hervy, John FitzHervie de Sudwerk, and
John de London. It was a long time befors the custom of keeping a
single hereditary surname became general, The compulsory keeping of
parish registers from 1538 onwards may have largely completed the
process in England.

THE PARISH REGISTERS

ho-

The modern form oF many of our surnames i3 due to the parish reg-
isters. Im these, from late Elizabethan times, i3 to be found the
splution to many problems. ‘The parson was often dealing with illiter-
ates; he had no previous spelling of the name to guide him; he mercly
wrote down what he heard or thought he heard. This was done frogoently
some time after the event, and thus human error was bound to creep in.

AT @ Time when there was no recognized system of spelling, his
phonetic efforts were apt to vary, and these, combined with the gemea-
logical materials jin the registers prove clearly that mamés zuch as
'Farrer', 'Farrah', Farrey', 'Farrow' and Pharaoh' are but a single
name, and that the nawmes Dayman and Dismond arc identical. The temd-
ency too make d strange surname conform to g known pattern has had an
encrmous Cinfloence o Surname developnent.  An Interesting aspect of
this habit was the way in which local names, once they moved from their
places of origin, were converted into recognizable words, e.p. "Birt-
whistle' became "Birvdwhistle’, 'Fawcett'became'Falsehood!, "Smurthwsite!
became 'Smocthways' and "Pitchford' became "Pitchfork'. The process of
simplification is still combinuing.

MODERN INVESTIGATIONS INTO SURNAME DERIVATIONS ON A REGIONAL BASIS

Through modern research into regional surname origins, in publicat
ions such as the Fngliah Flacenames series, it has now become possible
te identify many cases of the exact parish of origin of a certain sur-
name and even to study the geographical spread of the name through the
centuries. Naturally, to achieve this, earlier records tThan erigh rep
isters are used. We have already seen that the formation of surnames
wedated the beginning of the keeping of parish or church records by
gome two hundred years. The most striking sinple fact to arise from
the study of placenames in, for example, the West Riding of Yorkshire
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is the larpge number of distinctive local names which, in most cases,
mist have had a single family origin, FEven names farmerly thought to
have multiple otiginsg must be looked at again dn the light of this con-
clusion. A further feature of the study has heen that fami 1y sarnames
have persisted in or near the place of origin throughont the six hundres
years of their development. Until 1851 there had been little apparent
alteration in the estohlishod pattern of short distance migration which
characterized the area from 1379 anwards=.  llowever, aily one serious
attempt has ever been made 1o deal with the overall distreilbmtion of
nglish Family names, that by LR, Guppy . e Pol lowed The maxhm thot
when o family has been settled in oo particalar place or district tor
tw or three centuries then that place must be reparded as the home of
both the Faml iy oand the sornoame, cven thaeeh the altimate aerigin ol

source: of the name can be proved elsewhere. I b heek he fSomes o
Femi Ly Wames, Tondon, 1890, 1,8, Guppy's aim was to ascertain the hones
uf surpames Tor o each county. e takes a5 hi= hasis the names ol Formers

Pphe mayst o stay-at -lome clauss in the country " extracting thom from
Kelly's Pogt Offves Meestoriea and ignoring those with a relative tre-
juency of less than seven per ten thovzand in oo county. What he pro-
duced 15 4 valuable mass of material on the distribution of the names
of the farmers of the c¢ountry about the year 1890, but he gives little
information on the real homes of family name=. W, G, lleskin®s book

e MEdLand Poasgent pives an intercsting insight into the sigratlions
of the common man and his life in the villapges of the Midiands,

DIALECTIT l'.".__fil_RHAT 10N OF SURNAMES

Certain surnames often appear today in o form which indicates by
their dialectic formation theit origin in a particular areca, ¢.p. the
mame ROYLS indicates a Yorkshire or Lancashive pronunciation for MDDES.
HOYLE &5 im o dialectic form From the same arees amd 5 the same name as
MOLE. WNADLER is a medieval Essex amd London form of NEEDLER.  HELE in
Devonshire is UALE in Shropshire. Malectic formation of a surname may
assist one in determining the county of origin, The puhlications on
replondl surnames are Increasing in numbaEr.

SUBNAME ORTGINS FROM A SPECIFIC PLACE

If the searcher is lucky enough to possess @ name derived from an
identifiable place todav, one that has not changed of alteved out of all
comprehension, it may be possible to pinpoint with accuracy the actual
place of origin of one's name and family. Tt must be remembered thaot
tho family may have had many homes down throwgh the vears sl that the
place of origin may well not be the place of family ramification,

VARIATIONS IN SURNAMES [N WRITTEN DOCUMENTS

The searcher conducting either a search of parish registers or
having one conducted on his behalf should tirst consider, aml he conver-
sant with, all known variations of the name in question. With a little
thought it is possible to estahlish other names of a similar sound which
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an be confused with your name. For example, MARRISON can be confused
dith MORRTSON, HARRISON, MALLTNSON, MARATHON, MARMION, MARRIS, MARSON
ind with many others in the writer®s experience. This confusion can
'xtend quite easily to civil or government records of whatever date.
‘ivil servants are certainly not notorious for vivid imaginations!
lence the need to mention the known variations of the name when a re-

juest for search is made.
MHE LEGAL ASPECT OF NAMES TUDAY

It is now usually assumed that a man's legal appellation is tho
hristian nmame given him in baptism by his gad-parents or alternatively
the given names inserted in the registration of kis hirth, together
#ith the surname of his father, or in the case of an 1l1legitimate child,
of his mother. The fashion of giving more than one Christian name did
not become widespread until the 17th century although even then this
appeared predominantly amongst the upper classes. The gencral trend
of fashions becoming popular with the upper classes and then flowing
on to the more comservative lower classes prevailed once again.

Elitor's note: Mr Marrison's paper om sumames will be comcluded in
the next igsue of Taosmmian Ancestry.

RESEARCH IN GREAT BRITAIN

a Searches for Certilficates and of Census Returns,

Effticient and reasonably priced =crvice ol fored
Lix meamhers nf the Genealogical Society of Tasmanins.

Sparches for Solicitors;

General penealopgical research,

Brooks, Foster ¢r Davies

{est, 1968110
a7 Pembroke Avenue . Howve, BN3 SN0
Sussex, England.

# Australian Heprosenloalive

M., L. LAVIES,
22/1 Mosman Streedi, Mosman, N.S.W. . 2088,

Telephone: O2-060-3293 .
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